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Purpose  

To establish policy guidelines for programs dealing with tobacco use prevention and 
cessation. To provide staffing and financial resources directed toward this serious pubic 
health issue.  

Background  

The use of tobacco constitutes a major and serious public health hazard. Tobacco use 
exacts a heavy toll in terms of disease, disability and death. It has been determined to be a 
causal factor in over 460,000 premature deaths a year nationally or approximately 4,600 
in San Diego County. Additionally, the Environmental Protection Agency has classified 
environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) as a Group A Carcinogen, a substance known to 
cause cancer in humans, which is the same classification given to asbestos. ETS alone is 
responsible for approximately 53,000 deaths annually in adult nonsmokers, nationwide, 
and is associated with an increased risk of lower respiratory tract infections in children. 
Death, however, is not the only factor. The health care cost of treating patients with 
conditions caused by or aggravated by tobacco use, is reaching astronomical levels. 
These costs are borne by all taxpayers through federal, State and local programs. The 
opportunity and responsibility exists for the Board of Supervisors of the County of San 
Diego to take social, educational and legislative action to discourage tobacco use and 
thereby protect and promote the health of San Diego citizens.  

Policy  

It is the policy of the Board of Supervisors to:  

1. Support and strengthen the County Tobacco Regulatory Ordinances as an ideal vehicle 
for promotion and operation of tobacco use prevention, cessation, and enforcement 
programs.  

2. Support utilization of the media, such as radio, television, outdoor advertising, print 
and the Internet, in presenting focused and timely information on anti-tobacco issues and 
tobacco-free lifestyles.  

3. Direct the Health and Human Services Agency (the “Agency”) to work with other 
County departments to provide tobacco use prevention and cessation information to 
County employees.  

4. Support school and youth peer-oriented approaches for the development of both 
tobacco use prevention and cessation activities in San Diego schools and youth agencies.  
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5. Support coordination of countywide tobacco control efforts between local 
organizations. 

6. Encourage city and county fire departments to continue public education on the 
hazards of careless smoking habits in the home.  

7. Direct the Agency to collect, tabulate and analyze vital, morbidity, mortality, and other 
data related to tobacco use for the planning and implementation of local tobacco control 
programs.  

8. Support federal, state, and local legislation and regulations that encourage and support 
efforts to implement tobacco use prevention and cessation activities, reduce youth access 
to tobacco products, and limit tobacco advertising.  

9. Address policy conflicts between government support of medical care, tax generation, 
and tobacco growth, sales, and advertising.  

10. Authorize the Agency Director to carry out any additional activities necessary to 
reduce the impact of tobacco use in San Diego County, including but not limited to: 
·        countering pro-tobacco influences;  
·        reducing youth access to tobacco products; and  
·        reducing exposure to second-hand smoke.  

Sunset Date  

This policy will be reviewed for continuance by 12-31-05.  

Board Action  

6/5/84 (25)  
12-13-88 (73)  
12-05-96 (36)  
7/10/01 (15) 

CAO Reference  

1. Health and Human Services Agency  
2. County Counsel  

 
 


